STAFF DEVELOPMENT COMPONENT INFORMATION

COMPONENT TITLE:  US Holocaust Memorial Museum Study for Teachers

NEW IDENTIFIER NUMBER:

1016008
MAXIMUM POINTS:  


60

GENERAL OBJECTIVE:


To strengthen teachers’ knowledge and understanding of the Holocaust in the context of a peer learning community at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum so that teachers may develop one-day curriculum units that will be used in their classrooms and published on-line as resources for teachers in Palm Beach County; and gain experience learning and teaching this complex subject with peers from different schools, different ethnic and religious backgrounds.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES:
Within the time constraints of the component, participants will:

1.
Analyze the historical framework of Germany’s persecution and genocide against Jews, Roma, Sinti, People with Disabilities, Homosexuals and Jehovah’s Witnesses.

2.
Examine and select Holocaust subject matter related to the grade-level they are teaching.  For example, elementary and middle school teachers will adapt site-specific information and artifacts in the Daniel’s Story Exhibit for their students.  Middle School teachers will adapt information and artifacts about rescue, hiding, and resistance in the exhibits treating these subjects.  High School teachers will adapt information and artifacts on the process of persecution, mass murder of the Jews and post war genocides at exhibit sites treating these specific subjects.

3.
Examine exhibits on the opening of the concentration camps by US armed forces and the current genocide crisis in Darfur, Sudan using instructional technology tools in the Wexler Learning Center at the US Holocaust Memorial Museum.

4.
Collaborate and debate on the design and methods for strengthening their grade-specific curriculum units with peers, district Holocaust instructors and with scholars from Florida Atlantic University and the U. S. Holocaust Memorial Museum during the field trip and after their return to Palm Beach County.

5.
Prepare one-day curriculum units incorporating the field trip experience to be implemented in their classrooms and published on-line as resources for colleagues.

PROCEDURES:  Participants will: 

1.
Attend pre-trip lectures and become familiar with key concepts related to Holocaust education.

2.
Join the three-day study tour of the US Holocaust Memorial Museum.

3.
Attend breakfast and daily evening discussions about their experiences at the Museum on each day of the study-tour.

4.
Keep a journal (written or auditory) of their daily reflections and ideas for classroom use.

5. Read a piece of Holocaust literature and meet with a Holocaust survivor.  

6. View exhibit and complete an assignment in the Wexner Learning Center.

7.
Collaborate on the design and methods for strengthening their grade-specific curriculum units with peers, district instructors and with scholars from Florida Atlantic University and the U. S. Holocaust Memorial Museum during the field trip and after their return to Palm Beach County.

8.
Develop and submit drafts of curriculum units to the Holocaust Studies Program Planner at the School District of Palm Beach County by date to be announced.

9.
Submit final versions of curriculum units to the Holocaust Studies Program Planner at the School District of Palm Beach County by date to be announced.

EVALUATION:  Participant will take a pretest and a posttest to demonstrate a minimum of 80% accuracy about the historical framework of German persecution and genocide against:

· Jews

· Roma

· Sinti

· People with Disabilities

· Homosexuals

· Jehovah’s Witnesses

· Darfur, Sudan

· Modern Genocide

· Hall of Witnesses/One Survivor’s Testimony

· U.S. Press Department/Media Reports

· Danish Rescue

· Righteous Among Us

· Victims, Perpetrators, Bystanders, Rescuers, and Upstanders

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES:  

· Participants will infuse their age/group special lesson into their teaching of the Holocaust.

· Participants will model lessons for grade/group/faculty/peers.

MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES:

· Participant will take responsibility to be Holocaust Studies contact for their school disseminating information on activities and events to faculty.

· Share lesson plans with peers and have opportunity to attend district-wide maintenance meetings where teachers/staff dialogues will take place during the school for elementary, middle and high school teachers.

COMPONENT EVALUATION:

· Participants and instructors will assess the degree to which professional development procedures address component objectives by using questionnaire/survey evaluation.

